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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Wonder Books Grosset & Dunlap 
Each 25¢ 

Flory, Jane THE TOO LITTLE FIRE ENGINE 
ill. by Werber, Adele and Laslo, Doris 


*Woodcock, Louise P. THE KITTENS WHO HID FROM THEIR MOTHER 
ill. by the author 


For the young fire-engine fancier, this story of a toy fire engine who had always 
wanted to help at a really big fire and who finally did go to a real fire and even helped 
to put it out, is well-developed and full of action. Big, bright, full-color pictures and } 
plenty of red fire engines. With charming soft-colored illustrations and a more distin- 
guished, simpler text, the story of three kittens who tried camouflage in hiding from an 
ear-washing is a superior production. Both books have washable covers and decorated end 


papers. 


Slobodkin, Louis Macmillan 
MR. MUSHROOM $1.25 


* As delicate in design as Mr. Mushroom's mint-leaf shoes, and full of surprises, 
Mr. Slobodkin's latest confection for children is a gem of a book. With a junior-size 
format (approx. 5" x 6"), piquantly illustrated in gay colors, and with a simple but sus- 
pense-full text, catchy with repetitive questions and answers, this is a happy participa- 
tion book that will have the child gleefully shouting out the "answers" perhaps at the 
first reading. Mr. Mushroom "lived under a...(where do you think?)...Under a MUSHROOM of 
course!". And there were his friends - Mr. Mole, Mr. Mouse, Mr. Moth and especially Miss 
Mite. What happened when Mr. Mushroom, who ate MUSH (of course!), and drank MILK (of 
course!), married Miss Mite and gave a grand party under the MOON makes a cheerful tale 
and @ game reminiscent of venerable alphabet chants. Here is good material for story 
telling groups. Sturdy board covers and jacket. (Publ.) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Fletcher, Sydney E. Grosset & Dunlap 
THE BIG BOOK OF COWBOYS $1.00 


Buckin' broncos, cowboys dashing across the plains, ropin' and brandin' - all 
in splashy four-color illustrations by the author- pace this big, big book. Much more 
successful than the 31g Book of Fire Engines, which had eye appeal, but an over-technical | 
text, this collection of yippee-yi is a "must" addition to cowboy paraphernalia. The 
text, - all about the activities, gear and traditions of the cowboy- is informative and 
at the same time sufficiently lucid and appropriately spiked with cowboy talk. Although 
the format may appeal to the younger age group, the text is more suitable for older 
children who really know their Western lore. The glossy cover with a cowboy pictured 
riding a bronco is a spell-binder. There should be heavy sales for this one. Board 
bound. (Publ.) 
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Horowitz, Caroline Hart 
60 PLAYMATE GAMES $1.25 



















@ As far as quantity is concerned, Hart seems to have cornered the market on bet- 
ter activity books. With cloth covers, good paper and type these are books to keep and 
pass on from child to child on rainy days, periods of convalescence and traveling. As 
with the others, this book uses very simple, safe materials, provides easy-to-follow di- 
rections and suggests a wide range of activities. Here are games for two or more children 
- pencil and paper “thinking” games, Morse and flag codes, toss and bowling games and many 
wary of old stand-bys such as Ghost, Slap-Jack and Salvo. Again two-color sketches. 

Publ. . 


Bemelmans, Ludwig Simon & Schuster 
SUNSHINE $2.50 


Not entirely for the children is this latest by the fine-knifed master of satire. 
Although the “juvenile” Bemelmans of Madeline has an imaginative, gentle whimsy, here the 
verse is often over-sophisticated and relies on experiences familiar only to adults - room 
renting, lawyers and leases. However, the situations are delightful - how the stuffy Mr. 
Sunshine (all gloom and thunder clouds) rents a room to quiet, sedate little Miss Moore 
who, to the horror of Mr. Sunshine, runs an active and noisy music school, how Miss Moore 
is trapped into paying her rent money for two thousand umbrellas, how the rent is raised 
and the children and Miss Moore give a concert at Carnegie Hall. The illustrations by 
the author, full color and black with one color, are delightful. The rain has never rain- 
ed so hard over New York, nor the snow snowed in Central Park with such glittering bril- 
liance. Because of the New York City locale, this should have strong regional sales, and 
Bemelmans'’ followers will gobble it up. Bound in board with decorated end papers. (Publ.) 





Ss EIGHT TO ELEVEN - Fiction 


Severn, David | Macmillan 
TREASURE FOR THREE $1.75 





* Not as spectacular in situation as Cruise of the Maiden Castle perhaps,but every 
bit as delightful, this story of more Warner adventures makes sparkling reading. Alan, 
Joan and Christopher Warner, combining juvenile inventiveness with a sturdy self-suffici- 
ency, are involved in a money-making scheme to rescue a mistreated wagon horse. Their 
primary fund is smashed with the greenhouse when they are called upon by their father to 
make reparations for their garden escapade, and a half-hearted attempt is made to raise 
money by household chores. However, more unorthodox and adventurous methods present them- 
selves in the form of flower-picking with the mysterious “moocher" Pritchard, a deserted 
house and hidden treasure. The Warners sare real children - imaginative, plotting and 
vigorous. Adults in this story, too, are more than shadows - the irascible gardener 
Potter, gruff, hearty Miss Gockett with her farm for old horses, the earthy Pritchards, 
and an understanding set of parents. And cousin Benjamin is the most horrid little boy 
we have ever seen in juvenile-fiction who will make the reader shudder in recognition or 
remembrance. An excellent adventure story witn plenty of glimpses of the fresh English 
countryside. Illustrations by J. Kiddell-Monroe. (5/9) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN - Non-fiction 




































Dutton 


Wheeler, Opal 
PAGANINI, MASTER OF THE STRINGS $2.75 









Another in the series of musician biographies, this story of the greatest violin- 
ist of his time has the same dramatic warmth and contagious enthusiasm of the others. 
Paganini's life story is followed from his first violin lessons at six, concerts at the 
advanced age of eight, through early successes achieved in spite of the extreme poverty 

of his family. A position as director of music at the court of the Princess of Luca, 
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performances of his own brilliant, virtuoso compositions for the violin, and extensive 
concert tours soon brought the name of Paganini to the cultural centers of Europe as well 
as to the poor people of Italy who considered Nicole one of their own. The style is ra- 
& ther breathless in an attempt to enliven the story of the unrelieved series of successes, 
and the personality of Paganini emerges as something a little more than human in his ob- 
~ session with his art and feverish precocity. There is much waving of arms, falling on 
necks and more than half the dialogue sizzles with exclamation points. However, with all 
the histrionics, this is engaging reading, and the author has caught the excitement a 
Paganini audience might have felt as the wonderful music flowed from his violin. fTIllus- 
trations by Henry S. Gillette with some music included for the young violinist to play. 


A worthwhile addition to a musical library. (7/17) 



































TWELVE TO FIFTEEN - Fiction 


Evernden, warforke Random House 
KNIGHT OF FLORENCE $2.50 


* It is a pleasure to see an historical novel for young people, not only authentic 
in background but fresh in story and character - there have been so many thread-bare plots 
with cartoon pirates and patriots this spring. This novel, set about 1500, explores a new 
area - Florence, Italy - and the practically untouched field of painting. The period it- 
self offers enough romantic adventure and colorful props for any historical, and the author 
exploits these elements to the fullest. Against the rich, bustling and sword-clashing 
society of Florence of the early Renaissance the story of Piero, son of the proud Corso 
Feruzzi, knight and prior of Florence, is presented. Although trained for the fierce 
career of a knight, Piero longs for the life of an artist, and his highest dream, to be 
apprenticed to the great master, Giotto, then decorating the walls of Santa Croce. Leaving 
the house of his disapproving father, Piero becomes apprenticed to the loveable but poor 
old master, Tommaso, who has barely enough money for his materials. However, a series of 

ey events involving the discovery of a thief in the shop, a street war in Florence, and 
Piero's rescue of his father brings to Piero the realization of his hopes. Natural, at- 
mospheric dialogue ,absorbing information about fourteenth century painting media, breath- 
taking views of the fairy-tale city of Florence, glimpses of the bottegas of Giotto's day, 
and a fast-moving plot make this one of the better historicals. Illustrations by Raphael 


Busoni. (July) 14 
i TWELVE TO FIFTEEN - Non-fiction 


Rice, Grantland Harper 
& Powel, Harford THE OMNIBUS OF SPORT: A Reissue $3.50 


From the blow-by-blow account of the Odysseus-Ajax wrestling match to F.P.A.'s 
"Tinker to Evers to Chance”, this reissue of sportsania is a delight for the sports-minded 
youngster and all who enjoy short pick-up reading - not that this anthology is easy to 
put down! Grouped conveniently by subject, the material includes selections from fiction, 
essays, news stories and poems, ancient and modern. The snatches of prose and poetry 
from the “ancients” about such sports as archery, cock-fighting, badger-baiting, falconry 
and even fence jumping are enough to keep the night light burning. There are titles here 
which will be met many times later by the follower of sports fiction- Lardner's 4A Busher's 
Letters Home, Twain's The Jumping Frog, Hemingway's 7he Undefeated, etc.- and stories by 
Owen Johnson, Sigfried Sassoon, Ben Ames Williams, George Ade, Arthur Conan Doyle, Paul 
Gallicc and Will James. Rounding out this view of sports are news stories by Richard 
Harding Davis, Grantland Rice, Heywood Broun, John Kieran, Irvin Cobb and others. An un- 
usually entertaining collection of clean sports fiction valuable not only for encouraging 
& slow readers but also, since the material is varied, establishing critical habits in con- 
temporary sports writing. Some of the material may be difficult reading for some in this 
age group but is entirely suitable on interest level which doubles for young adults and 
adults. Illustrations by Lee Townsend. (Publ.) 
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Double-list the followtng from the 12-15 section: 
Rice, Grantland & Powel, Harford - THE OMNIBUS OF SPORT - (Harper- $3.50) P. 261 


Sampson, Arthur Barnes 
TED WILLIAMS: A Biography of the Kid $2.00 





A simplified biography of the Kid, omitting some of the more spectacular ele- 
ments in Williams' stormy battle with the press and concentrating on the slugging and 
fielding department. The American League companion to the fine Jackie Robinson biography 
in the Most Valuable Player Series of this publisher, this biography skips lightly over 
the early years and really begins with Ted's days on the San Diego club. Then comes the 
Red Sox and years of outstanding performances. The recapitulation of Williams' career is 
little more than a re-hash of Sampson's game-reports with a review of batting records, 
All-Star games and crucial series. The white-wash job done on Williams’ personality need 
not concern the serious fan who wants baseball, and plenty of records. As the Kid is 
considered to be the greatest slugger of all time, this one is sure to please as baseball 
information although it is too much of a slick job. (Full report on P. 255). (5/17). 


Irwin, William Robert- fd. Columbia University 
CHALLENGE $4.75 


For the outdoor young person who likes action and thrills in his reading this 
collection of factual and fictional accounts of men against mountains is the ticket. By 
good climbers and writers, the group includes such eye witness adventure as "The Conquest 
of Minya Konka” to John Buchan's “How I Stalked Wilder Game Than Deer”. There are names 
famous in the sport here- Whymper, Mummery, and members of the Sikong Expedition as well 
&s well known writers like Thoreau and Evelyn Waugh. Here is a tasty collection for those 
times when the weather drives the adventurer indoors, and even for hiking hints in camps. 
(Full report on P. 252). (5/15). 


Bowen, Catherine Drinker Little. Brown - A.M.P. 
JOHN ADAMS AND THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION $5.00 


An exciting, absorbing book, a treasure for the history class as well as out- 
standing biography. In this recapturing of a personality long ignored as such, the story 
of John Adams from his tenth year through the formulation of the Declaration of Independ- 
ence makes lively reading. The early chapters give a close-up picture of his school days, 
his training and first experience in the law, his family and marriage. But throughout 
there is an awareness of the march of history and the young reader will feel himself an 
integral part of the Boston Massacre, the Tea Party, the siege and the trials in which 
Adams took so courageous a part. Mrs. Bowen has caught the mood of the times in this 
ea living history. Excellent supplementary reading. (Full report on P. 250) 

6/16 
BOOKS FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Mitchell, Lucy Sprague Simon & Schuster 
OUR CHILDREN AND OUR SCHOOLS $3.95 


A report on the progressive trend in education based on experience by the Bank 
Street etaff and the Bank Street Workshop in conjunction with the New York City Board of 
Education who introduced their method in several New York schools. In Part I the well 
known educator and writer outlines the attitudes inherent in this educational approach 
and the good life of child and adult. With the concept that the child is active in 
thought and deed, she advises learning through experience, not by rote - and a curriculum 
complementing the modern world. The second part deals with her experience with teachers 
and children, new methods and materials, experiments with the development of creative ex- 
pression, exploring of environment, and work with the school as a cultural force in so- 
ciety. Theory and techniques for a professional audience. (Full report on P. 254). 


(6/16). 







































